












ional watershed. The hydrology of the Parish 
naturally divides into three main watersheds, 
which are subdivided into a total of 704 micro-
watersheds. The eastern part of the Parish drains 
into the Amite River and the southern part of the 
Parish drains into Bayou Manchac. The northwest 
porƟ on of the Parish drains into the Mississippi 
River. 
Water management and management of 
biodiversity and other natural systems, is best 
handled at the watershed level. RemediaƟ on or 
miƟ gaƟ on of such changes, therefore, should 
take place within the same watershed to achieve 

ecological benefi ts and maintain the integrity of 
the watershed.
Under the Clean Water Act, waterways on 
the Impaired Waterbodies List must undergo 
watershed modeling to assess the loads of each 
pollutant for which they are listed.  Termed “Total 
Maximum Daily Loads” (TMDLs), these models 
calculate the reducƟ on in the pollutant that will be 
necessary for the waterway to be removed from 
the Impaired Waterbodies List.  TMDL calculaƟ ons 
performed in the Pontchartrain Basin so far have 
resulted in substanƟ al reducƟ ons in pollutant 
loads.  
In addiƟ on, under the Clean Water Act, urban 
areas are mandated to meet standards of the 
EPA’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 
(MS4s) Program.  The MS4 program requires that 
urban areas eventually monitor their stormwater 
discharges as a point source of polluƟ on.  Water 
quality limits must be set on these discharges and 
urban areas are responsible for meeƟ ng the limits.

The Water Quality Enhancement CommiƩ ee works 
to develop strategies for the implementaƟ on of 
FUTUREBR AcƟ on Items that relate to protecƟ ng 
and conserving our environmental assets, and 
to foster a green, acƟ ve, ecologically diverse and 
economically sound community.



A Water Quality Enhancement CommiƩ ee (WQEC) was created by the Planning Commission to develop strategies for the implementaƟ on of the FUTUREBR plan that relate to protecƟ ng and conserving envi-ronmental assets. 















Stormwater Master Plan
Concerns about fl ooding in Baton Rouge have prompted the city-parish to move forward with creaƟ ng a stormwater master plan.  This plan is expected to outline a list of projects to address drainage. The engineering fi rm HNTB has been selected to develop the plan, chosen from a group of applicants who responded to requests for qualifi caƟ ons from the city-parish. The projects they come up with are expected to help prevent day-to-day fl ash fl oods during heavy rainstorms, along with prevenƟ ng fl oods during 50-year and 100-year fl ood events. The stormwater master plan will look ahead 20 years, and it will also look farther than just Baton Rouge’s boundaries. 





Unifi ed Development Code Revisions
The Metro Council requested the Planning Commission and the Department of Development propose potenƟ al amendments to Chapter 15 to revise the standards for storm water faciliƟ es and protecƟ on from fl ooding with ResoluƟ on 53127. As a response, the Planning Offi  ce, Department of Development, Department of TransportaƟ on and Drainage, Department of Maintenance, the Growth CoaliƟ on and local 
design professionals met as a working group to review Chapter 15 and Chapter 20, Defi niƟ ons.

(TMDL) tesƟ ng and assessments of dissolved oxygen, nitrate, 
phosphorous, chlorides, sulfates, ammonia, and fecal coliform. 
The WQEC obtained an Environmental ProtecƟ on Agency (EPA) grant to review historical and current water-shed data and combine this data with long-term water quality data. This informaƟ on can then be used to improve storm water quality, fl ood protecƟ on and implementaƟ on of targeted Best Management PracƟ ces. 
A segment of Upper Ward Creek was chosen as the locaƟ on for conducƟ ng this study. LocaƟ ons were select-ed to collect water samples over a 24 month period at various fl ows. Results indicated that most water quality parameters were at or below the EPA criterion.  Preliminary moni-toring of fecal coliform was found to exceed acceptable levels.  The fecal coliform levels were much higher during a storm event, indicaƟ ng that sewage systems along the watershed may be suscepƟ ble to overfl ow during a rain event. 































2.4.1 Limit development in high hazard fl ood 
areas. MOVED FROM LAND USE

2.4.4 Update fl ood protecƟ on and stormwater 
regulaƟ ons to ensure they refl ect best 
pracƟ ces. MOVED FROM LAND USE

2.4.5 ConƟ nue to update Chapter 15 in UDC as 
data becomes available. 








